CHAPTER XVIII
THE DIAL DARKENS

Queen discovers statue of Friendship. Physical break caused by Pom-
padour's ill health. Her looks suffer. Chest. Leeching. Miscarriages.
Heart attacks. Exhaustion. Dangerous cosmetics and foods of the
time. Aphrodisiacs. Coucher. Cleverness at remaining in favour.
Plans to be devout if necessary to her position. New suite of rooms.
King satisfies his passions by shameful seductions. Never performs
Easter duties. Pompadour s tactics. Le Bel turns pander. St. Teresa's
vision of Hell. Pare aux Cerfs. Origin. Legends about orgies and
expenditure. Description. La Morfil. Attempts to make her into a
lady stopped by her pregnancy. Confinements in avenue de St. Cloud.
Sad incident. Pompadour assists Louis in a difficult moment. The
lovely Mademoiselle de Romans. House at Passy. Pompadour spies
on her and baby boy. Profits by her indiscreet babbling. Boy traced in
Louis XVPs reign. Pompadour made duchesse. Dauphin's rudeness.
Her privileges.

fln everyplace where there are human beings, my dear brother, you
will find deceit and every vice of which mortals are capable. To live by
oneself, however, would be very monotonous, so one must endure
them along with their faults and pretend not to notice them! (Letter of
MARQUISE DE POMPADoUK to her brother.)

One autumn day Marie Leczinska was -walking in
solitude in the gardens of Bellevue, which she was
visiting during an absence of the marquise, when
she saw a beautiful statue shining against the dark green of a
cypress grove. She put on her spectacles, which her dear
friend de Luynes had given her, and looked with admiring
curiosity at Pigalle's1 white goddess in her graceful draperies;

1 After Pompadour's death Pigalle bought back his statue, which he
kept till 1780, when he sold it to the prince de Conde. It was confiscated
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